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Commons (Redistribution of Seats) Act, 1944, there were estab-
lished four permanent boundary commissions, for England, Scotland,
Wales and Northern Ireland. The Speaker is the chairman of each
of the four commissions. The Act provided for (1) an initial general
review by each of the commissions of the representation of the whole
of that part of the United Kingdom with which they are concerned;
and (2) a periodical review of constituencies by the commissions at
intervals of not less than three nor more than seven years with a view
to recommending redistribution in accordance with changes in the
number of electors. Effect was given by the Representation of the
People Act, 1948, to the initial general redistribution of seats, but
hereafter redistribution will be ejfected by Or^enjn Coundl which
willj^uire^an^ajfErm^tive resolution of each*House of !Parliament
for their approval The review in 1954 resulted in the abolition of
six constituencies and the creation of eleven new ones, all in England.
This brought the membership of the House of Commons up to 630 -
from the next general election.1
The periodic review is intended to ensure that so far as is practic-
able the electorate of a constituency will not exceed or fall short of
the electorial quota by more than approximately a quarter of the
quota. The electoral quota means the number obtained by dividing
the total electorate by the number of constituencies. The quota in
practice is varied in each part of the United Kingdom by the require-
ment that the total number of seats in Great Britain must not be
"substantially greater or less than 613" and that there shall be not
less than 71 seats in Scotland and not less than 35 in Wales; the
number of seats for Northern Ireland is fixed at 12.
Since 1929 every adult person has, apart from certain disqualifica- History of
tions, possessed the franchise, or the right to vote. Before 1832 the ^^S«
franchise in county constituencies was exercised only by thos^jjgles Wales)—the
poss^ssijrig freehold property worth 40& a ye&c^By the Represenfa-
tion of the People Act, 1832, the county franchise was extended to
long leaseholders and copyholders of property of the annual value
of £10, and to all male leaseholders for terms of not less than twenty
years and to occupiers of property of £50 annual value. The county
representation was increased from 82 to 139 seats. Various further
changes were made in the county franchise by the Representation of
the People Act, 1867, and the Representation of the People Act, 1884,
enfranchised all male householders and lodgers occupying rooms of
1 An attempt to challenge the validity of one of the Orders in Council, after it
had been approved by both Houses, was rejected by the Court of Appeal on the
merits; #*fl2&^£^^	2 WX.R.
316. Although it was denied in the House of Commons, there seems no valid
reason why delegated legislature proposed by the Boundary Commission should
not be reviewed by the courts, The Act itself forbids such review, once the Order
in Council has been made.

